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Weather 


8 A.M.: 62° 
2 P.M.: 69° 
5 P.M.: 66° 
CHANCE OF RAIN: 30% 
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News Now 


LOCAL & STATE 

@ SEBASTIAN DUQUE, 
12, came to Orlando 
from Venezuela with his 
family a few months ago. 
On Tuesday night, the 
Freedom Middle School 
student was killed by a 
driver who fled after 
striking the child on 
International Drive. Bl 


© LOCAL AIRPORT 
OFFICIALS are worried 
now that 10 federal 
customs and border 
patrol officers from 
Orlando International 
Airport are being sent to 
the southwest border. B1 


© AN 18-YEAR-OLD 
Sanford man is fatally 
shot while riding his 
bike early Wednesday, 
becoming the ninth 
person killed in a crimi- 
nal homicide this year in 
the city of 53,000. B2 


NATION & WORLD 

@ PRESIDENT DONALD 
TRUMP’s legal team 
plans to cast former 
national security adviser 
Michael Flynn as a liar 
seeking to protect him- 
self if he accuses the 
president or his senior 
aides of any wrong- 
doing, according to 
sources. A6 


@ As ISRAEL HEADS 
into its fifth consecutive 
year of drought, the Sea 
of Galilee stands at a 
century low, much of the 
Jordan River is a fetid 
trickle and the Dead Sea 
is rapidly shrinking. A12 


BUSINESS 

@ MONTHS AFTER the 
deadly shooting ram- 
page in Las Vegas that 
killed 58, Walt Disney 
World is changing how 
it allows guests to use 
the “Do Not Disturb” 
signs in its resorts. A14 


SPORTS 

@ FSU BEATS Southern 
Miss 42-13, securing its 
Alst consecutive win- 
ning season. Cl 


@ THE DOLPHINS 
MADE all the wrong 
moves in the last off- 
season, Dave Hyde 
writes. C2 


@ ORLANDO CITY 
reaches a deal with two 
players. C5 


TOP STORY 


Utility’s clients may foot Irma bill 


Duke Energy wants customers to pay millions in hurricane costs 


By JASON RUITER 
Staff Writer 


If Duke Energy has its way, the 
utility’s customers — including 
664,000 in Central Florida — 
will be on the hook for helping to 
recover Hurricane Irma-related 


expenses by paying more on 
their electric bill for the next 
several years. 

Duke, the Orlando area’s big- 
gest power provider, wants cus- 
tomers to pay $400 million in 
storm costs and chip in another 
$132 million to replenish the util- 


ity’s storm reserve fund after the 
hurricane swept through Sept. 11. 

“It was a historic natural di- 
saster — we had to bring a small 
army to rebuild portions of our 
system,” Duke spokeswoman 
Ann Marie Varga said. “It was 
the most destructive storm to 


ever hit Duke Energy Florida.” 
The typical customer would 
pay an extra $5 a month. Florida 
Power & Light Company, which 
has 54,000 customers in Semi- 
nole County, plans to ask for a $4 


Please turn to UTILITY , A10 


RALLYING FOR THE CAMPING WORLD BOWL 


Hokies, Cowboys celebrate before big game 


Above, the Virginia Tech band plays during a Virginia Tech pep rally for the Camping World 
Bowl and, right, Oklahoma State University cheerleaders cheer during a separate Okla- 
homa State University pep rally for the same game. Both rallies took place Wednesday at 
the Orlando Eye on International Drive in Orlando. The Camping World Bowl is today at 


Camping World Stadium in Orlando. Story, C1 
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Study looks 
at driverless 


bus safety 


By KEVIN SPEAR 
Staff Writer 


The thought of a city bus 
cruising down Orlando 
streets without a driver at the 
wheel and under the control 
of a computer doesn’t im- 
mediately strike some riders 
as wise. 

“That’s scary,” said Malan- 
dra Wallace, citing a host of 
concerns as she rose from a 
bench for her Lynx ride at 
Central Station in Orlando. 
“What if a bus is full of people 
and goes out of control?” 

That’s the sort of question 
that transportation author- 
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Trump base’s faith holding 
almost year into presidency 


By CLAIRE GALOFARO 
Associated Press 


SANDY HOOK, Ky. — The 
regulars amble in before dawn 
and claim their usual table, the 
one next to an old box televi- 
sion playing the news on mute. 

Steven Whitt fires up the 
coffee pot and flips on the fluo- 
rescent sign in the window of 
the Frosty Freeze, his diner 
that looks about the same as it 
did when it opened a half-cen- 
tury ago. 

People like it that way, he 
thinks. It reminds them of a 
time before the world seemed 
to stray, when coal was king 
and the values of the nation 
seemed the same as the values 
here, in God’s Country, in this 
small county isolated in the 
foothills of the Appalachian 


Mountains. 

Elliott County, a blue-collar 
union stronghold, voted for the 
Democrat in each and every 
presidential election for its 
147-year existence — until Don- 
ald Trump promised to wind 
back the clock. 

“He was the hope we were 
all waiting on, the guy riding 
up on the white horse. There 
was a new energy about every- 
body here,” Whitt says. “I still 
see it.” 

Despite the president’s dis- 
mal approval ratings and le- 
thargic legislative achieve- 
ments, he remains popular 
here, a region so battered by 
the collapse of coal it became 
the symbolic heart of Trump’s 
white working-class base. 
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Apartments 
by stadium 
near leasing 


By PAUL BRINKMANN 
Staff Writer 


Orlando west-sider Raymer 
Kelly is eager to see residents 
moving into the shiny new 
Pendana at West Lakes apart- 
ments. 

The new complex just south 
of Camping World Stadium, 
which is the cornerstone for an 
effort to revitalize the area, is 
set to begin leasing later in Jan- 
uary. 

“Tm a lifelong resident of 
the area,” Kelly said. “That 
property had become pretty di- 
lapidated, and we don’t want 
that again because that was 
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Voices & Opinion 


@ MATTHEW J. PALM: Musical teaches predictable lessons. A2 
© WHERE WE STAND: Legislators should mend CRAs. Al6 

© PERSPECTIVE: Anti-smoking message is common sense. A17 
@ Ask Amy: Husband loves, but not “in love,’ with wife. B7 

@ LAUREN DELGADO: Cooking resolutions for the new year. D1 


What To Do Today 


GET BOWLED OVER 


Before Virginia Tech takes on Oklahoma State (pictured) at Orlan- 
do’s Camping World Bowl, fans will gather outside the stadium for 
Fanfest. Kicking off at 1:30 p.m., this free celebration features live 
music, interactive games and displays, inflatable rides and more. 
Visit CAMPINGWORLDSTADIUM.COM for details. 
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Clown for 
the Kids! 
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Face Refreshments 
Painting Available! 


©2017 Orlando Sentinel Communications Company gh Please recycle. Newsprint is a renewable resource. # 


NNN 


